
 
 

Big Idea 

Opposition is a part of life.  When you play sports, you play against an opponent.  At work, you may have 
those who seem to oppose you or the mission of your company.  Sometimes, families are in opposition to 
one another.  Opposition can either lead to fear or faith.  Opposition that leads to fear will lead to mental 
or emotional paralysis.  Opposition that leads to faith will lead us closer to the Father in prayer, trust, and 
seeking direction.  Satan stands in opposition to everything God wants to do in your life and in the church.  
Look at Acts 12:1-5 with me:   

Acts 12:1–5 (ESV)  

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the 
brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter 
also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, 
delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to 
the people. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.  
 
Discussion Questions 

• Share of a time you faced opposition because of your faith.   
• In today’s video teaching, Pastor Grant instructed us to pray from a position of victory rather than 

for victory.  Why do you think that is important?  What does that type of prayer look like? 
• Share of a time you were “earnestly” praying for God to do something. How was it different than 

your “normal” prayer time?  How did it impact your relationship with God? 
• In verse 5 of our passage, we see the church is together and unified praying for Peter.  What are 

some things that should unify the church today?  What are things that can cause disunity? 

Prayer Focus 

As a Group and individually this week, pray for your pastors, pastors’ wives, and church staff.  Satan seeks 
them out specifically because he desires to destroy their testimony so he can destroy their influence.  Pray 
that they will sense God’s power and presence in their lives.  Pray that they would be controlled by the 
Spirit, not the flesh.  Pray for the tough situations they may be facing personally or professionally.  Spend 
time sharing specific prayer requests with each other that Group members can pray for each day this week. 

Next Step 



Just as a sports team creates a game plan to battle their opponent, you need a game plan to battle the 
opposition Satan throws your way.  This week, read and pray through Ephesians 6:10-20 and create your 
own personal battle plan and prayer that you can pray each day and when opposition comes. 

Leader Tip 

Begin the Group today by asking Group members to share of times they have competed in sports 
competitions, Bible drills, etc. What was the goal and purpose in those competitions?  What were obstacles 
people faced as they competed? 


