
 
 

Big Idea 

Have you ever been waiting expectantly for something?  Maybe it was for you wedding day.  You had 
planned and planned and were anxiously waiting in expectation when you would marry your spouse.  
Maybe it was the birth of one of your children.  For months (maybe even years), you wait expectantly, 
dreaming of the day you will hold your baby in your arms.  With expectation, we usually find excitement 
and anticipation.  That’s how God desires for us to pray!  He wants us to expect Him to answer.  In today’s 
Scripture passage, we see a church praying, but they were surprised when God answered.   

Acts 12:5–16 (ESV)  

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. 6 Now when Herod 
was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next 
to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And 
the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he 
did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed 
him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 
10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the 
angel left him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 12 When he 
realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many 
were gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant 
girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14 Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran 
in and reported that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she 
kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and 
when they opened, they saw him and were amazed.  
 
Discussion Questions 

• Verse 6 tells us that Peter was sleeping.  It is a picture of peace and rest even in the midst of a 
difficult trial.  What do you think led to Peter being able to rest in this trial?  When you face a trial 
or storm in your own life, what are some things you can do to be at peace and at rest? 

• Pastor Grant talked about how at times, we compare our lives to other people’s lives (Peter asking 
what about John).  Why do you think we tend to do this? In an age of social media, how can we 
battle against this comparison trap? 



• If an angel appeared to you right now and instructed you to do something, how do you think you 
would respond?  Are you responding in obedience to everything God is calling you to do right now? 

• Why do you think the church was so surprised by God answering their prayer?  How can you 
personally pray more expectantly? 
 

Prayer Focus 

Share prayer requests with one another of specific chains that you need to fall in your own life and family.  
Commit to pray for each of these requests this week, and pray expecting God to release the chains. 

Next Step 

Find 1-2 other people to become your prayer partners.  Create a Group text and daily check in with one 
another.  Text your prayer partners daily letting them know you prayed for them.  You may even want to 
type a prayer to them.  Pray expecting God to work. 

Leader Tip 

Share of a time you personally waited in expectation of something (see Big Idea).  Share what you were 
feeling – the anticipation, the excitement, the nervousness, the anxiety.  Was it what you expected when it 
arrived?  Ask the other Group members if they have anything they would like to share as well. 


