
 
 
Big Idea  
 
The church at Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22) was prosperous but spiritually bankrupt. Their spiritual pride and 
complacency caused them to be lukewarm. Jesus warned them that a spirit of self-sufficiency is repulsive to 
Him. Self-reliance makes us ineffective for the kingdom because the real power isn’t in us, but in God! God 
delights in using those who know they are weak to manifest His strength.  
 
God will use us when we know we are weak in a way that He will not use us if we think we are strong. We 
must trade the prideful independence for prayerful dependence. Jesus stands at the door and knocks. We 
need Him more than we know. Open the door and see what God can do. Seek Him with a renewed sense of 
our own neediness and desperation. 
 
Discussion Questions  
 

- How might you struggle with spiritual complacency? 
- How can you grow in your dependence upon God?  
- What keeps you from serving the Lord more effectively?  

 
Prayer Focus  
 
Take a moment to express your dependence upon God today. It doesn’t have to be elaborate. You can 
simply say, “Lord, I need you today.” If there is something specific that comes to mind, be specific in your 
request. The most important part is cultivating a spirit of humility and looking to God, not yourself. 
 
Next Step  
 
The Laodiceans were not being effective because of pride, but often we are ineffective because we are 
sitting on the sidelines. What can you do to actively engage in serving the Lord? Take a step of action this 
week towards allowing God to use you. Make yourself available to serve Him by serving people.  
 
Leader Tip 
 
Look up some verses or stories in the Bible where believers were depending on the Lord. It could be a 
prayer or an act of faith, but try to find positive examples to contrast with Laodicea’s bad example. Either 
have some groups members read some of those verses or challenge them to study those stories this week 
on their own for inspiration and encouragement.  


